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y Son, if Sinners Encice thee 
 Conſcne thou not. 
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To the Inhabitants 
OFTHE 


Pariſhes of St. Peter's and St. John's near 
* Wincheſter, 


Brethren ! 


Hen I confider the Pernicious Effets and Fatal 
| Conſequences of ill Examples, and the real Agvan- 
tages and Improvements of goo1 Converſation, what 
power ful Inſlruments they are of Verte and Vice, and 
what an Univerſal Influence they have almoſt ever had 
upon the condutt of Humane Life; I bave a Sufficrent 
motive to induce me to Publiſh this plain Diſcuurſe, which 
is intended only for your Uſe and Inſtrution. And I 
bope you will look upon it as the Admonition of a fincere 
Friend: For never was the caution more ſeaſonable and 
neceſſary than at this Time, when it is very mueb  Su(- 
pected that ſomes of my Pariſhoncrs are ſeduced from the 
Communion of the Church of England, and bave Embrace 
ed that of Rome. I do ftrily ſearch and Enquire after 
ſuch Per ſons as labour under the Suſpicion of being ſe- 
cucers o ſeduced, and though I perceive the Papiſts bave 
uſed their Arts of Solliciting and Deluding the pooreſt 
part of my Pariſh, yet I don't find they have prov'd Effec- 
tual to connert them, by their FrequentingOur Eſtabliſh'd 
Church. However, it muſt be my Principal buſineſs and 
fiudy to confirm their Auberence to it, by confuting the 
Popiſh fatſe Do@rines ; for it is certain when looſe Prin- 
ciples are Iſlill d into the minds of Men, their morals 
will ſoon be corrnpted. 


Aud this is the ſole reaſon of my Dedicating io you 
this mean performance. . . 
Jon cannot hut obſerve the Refileſs Importuni ty of the 
Romith Prieſts to gain Proſclytes to abeir Brroneous Opto 
mon, and it is probable that they may hippen to v/i: you 
if you baue nt already heard from them, fer they baue 
| Fe | 42 vey 


THE DEDICATION. 
very Plauſible aud Inſinuating ways of Addreſs ſuited to 
the Capatities of all ſorts of Perſons. And therefore 
that you may not br Surpriz'd nor Prejudic'd by theſe cun- 
ning Sedurers nor e up by their Methods ef de- 
cer, F rhink it a Duty incumbent on Me ; qe Tour 


Miniſter to adviſe you t bewtare of Thoſe with whom 


1 


you converſe : Men are generally ſuch as the « 
they krep,. And if ſo, tben it bighly becomes you to take 
Fertienlur cave off chnnſing, your Familiar A: quaintagzice, 
left ur Faith be Infe#:d with Popiſh Errours. or your 
Praice and Manners be corrupted by any Evil Commu: 
n . i 
Tu are ſo happy as to live near a Learned aad Indicious 
Clergy whoſe known Abilities to dire#® you might juſtly 
Prevent. my weak Endeavours, and web candour I doubt 
vot will Excuſe my Preſumptiam to pretend it. But the 
Juſt concern Þ baus for the Salvation of your Souls will not 
ſuffer me nom to be lent. | 
For fnce I have been 


inform d that the Papiſts attempt 
to Pervers my Hearers, and ſome of the Reverend Preben- 
daries Themſelves have d. fired me to Examine Them, in 
regard to Requeſt as well as to the due = | 
my (fee, I think my ſelf obliged as 4 Good Sheph 
ut only to Feed my Flock but alſo. to keep them from 
— and defend tbem from thoſe that would lead 
Now thas I may be Inſtrumental to promote ſo Good 4 


Vor t, aud may by Gods Bleſſing aſſit you to bold faſt the Pro- 
Feli m of your Prith without M avering; to this End I of 


fer to your ſerious Conſideration the following Sermon. | 

Aud that bat I baue there and now ſaid may 4 
laſting impreſſion to Engage you to per ſevor in the Fajth 
end Practice of theChriſftian Religion, in the Doftrine and 
Diſcipline f tle Pureſt Church of England, and in the 
Virtues of an Exemplary Life and Converſation, is the 


Tour Faithful Paſtor te 


| fervent and conſtant Prayer of © 


Thomas Breteton 


"FF KA FX 
ſly Son if Sinners Entice Thee 
Conſent Thou not. 


Ba ſuppoſe F need not ſpend much .time 
ly Bin proving to you the neceſſity of this 
1 981 advice S:lowon here gives his Son, ſcarce 
5063 ney the moſt Obſtinate and refractory but 
" will allow the Connſel is good not to 
aſent to the Enticements of Wicked and * 
len; the only difficulty will be to ſquare our Lives 

xd4ivg to this wholeſome Rule, and Eſpecially 
1 ſuch, an Age as this, when it is not only faſhi- 
nable but reputal le to be paramount in the myf* 
eries of iniquity, and to be i\drawn afide by almoſt 
rely temptation that offers it ſelf. LEM 
Every one will pretend he is not the Firſt thar 
lid amiſs, and in all probability ſhalb not be the 
Liſt, he knows he has Precedents ſafficient to 
ountenance his greateſt extravagancies; and Ex- 
anples mighty enough under whoſe Wings his 
Impiety may take ſhelter, he tells you his Sins 
We Sins of daily, practice, and therefore extenuat- 
d at leaſt, if not Excuſed: He argues that if be 
doe not conform bimſelf to the courſe of the World, 


be ſhall: be; thought a Puritan, be the- ſport of all be 
verſes with, Pointed at as be 645 by, and mad: 
be Song of Drunkards. And refle&ions as 


Ftteſe he foreſees will mike him reftleſy _"— 


2 MA Sermon Preaclid before the Inhabitants 
and therefore truly for his part he is reſolved 
prevent the occaſion of them; will not oppo 
what he finds fo difficult fox fleſh and Blood ti 
Struggle with, and eſpecially ſince he knows 
ſo infinitely more eaſy always to Steer his Veſl 
with the Stream, and to be ſure of compan 
enough to raiſe his Spirit, what ever Succeeding 
Miſerzes may poſſibly attend bim. But alas! #ba 
4 ffrange and Dangernus Miſtake 7s this ? Such weak 
Arguments as ' theſe will neither Leſſen the ſhame 
nor the Guilt of the Sinner. Surely we ſhovld count 
it very Unreaſonable for any Man to perſwade 
to be Sick with him, or becauſe his Extravagancies 
have reduced him to ſcarce a Morſel of Bread 
that therefore we ſhould follow him in the ſame 
_ exceſs of Riot till we have Brought our ſelves undei 
the ſame unhappy Circumſtances 

In Temporal Concerns we are not thus ſoft ant 
pliable, and why then can we be ſo Fooliſbly Fond u 
part with all that may be truly called Good, aud Hazard 
aur Immortal Souls only to accompany m_ who pro- 
pete to be as Eternally Miſerable as the Torment. 

ll can make them? This would be indeed to AC 
much below the Character of Men, much more of 
Chrsſtians : and therefore if we do but conſider our 
ſelves under either of theſe Denominations, we 
muſt think the Advice of the Viſe- Man to be highly 
Reaſonable If Sinners entice Thee, conſent thou noi. 


From which words I ſhall in general 
. Conſider theſe three Points. 


I. I ſhalt allow indeed that fo Seemingly Charm- 
ing are the Enticements of Sinners and ſonſually Pre- 
valent che Arguments of Great & Numerous Examples 
that it is very difficult to converſe with the World, 
and not to be Overpower'd and Seduced by them. 
Bux Then, . | WA 


ongng KFP FSS TF 


i 
| 


of St. Peter's and St. Tohn's near Wincheſter. 

2. [ ſhall ſhow that the more Difkcult to be re- 
ed tlgfted, and the more Dangerous the Temptations and 
PPOi@FEnticements are which we have to Struggle with. 
Ythe greater care and caution we ought to apply, and 


the more ſtricty to Watch and be on our guard am 
order to avoid them. And That, we eg 


3. Becauſe it is ſo very Unreaſonable that we 
Eſhould be moved, or however overcome by Them. 


1. I Say, I ſhall allo indeed That ſo Seemingly 
Wy charming are the Enticements of Sinners, and ſo. uſually 
u prevalent rbe Arguments of Great and Numerous Ex- 

nciely ,yples, that it is very difficult to converſe with 

read te World and not to be overpowered and Seduced 

lameY by them. bh. | N 

Wann The power and force of Examples we all know 

| to be very ſtrong and prevailing, but that of Il 

t ana Precedents (We find by a more Frequent Experience) 

ud of to be moſt of all Alluring and Perſwaſive: Many 

arif vhole ſome Admonitions and cogent: Exhor tation 
to good, prevail not ſo much over corrupt Nature, 

"0 23 few Examples and thoſe Backt with leſs induce- 

Ad ments doe to Evil Precepts and Inſtructions we ſee 

de O'S have bnt a ſmall influence to draw and invite 

r our Men to an Holy Life, whereas on the contrary 

ve tc live looſely and Diſſolutely oy 4 few Perſwaſions 

ehlyf will more then ſuffce. And if ſo, then how much 

harder will it be to reſiſt, when the D 

Examples we have grow Popular? become mere 

Numerous when they are given by” men of Note, 

f Intereft and Authority in the World? Then Vice 
I uuſt needs get ſtrength and dominion, the Tempta- 
am- tion will then arrive at the full height, and may 

Pre- therefore gain a more eaſy conqueſt and aſcendang 

”=_ over the Unruly Wills and Affections of men. 

re, When thus there is a curſed Confederacy and 
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Combination of Sinners, when Wickedels 
as it were Hand to Hand, and draws it 155 
Leagues, when the Road is Smooth and the PA 
made Broad and plain by the Tramp "and + 
ſteps of others, then are we in great danger of e. 
. Hurried on in the Crowd, or elſe of bein 
degrees Inveigled to Venture our compliance it 
thoſe whoſe Imitation we are perſwaded mot 
will allow to tend very much to our Honour * 
Advantage. —_ 
Indeed there is ſcarce any Wickednefs acted i in t 
World, but what is countenanc'd either 'by - 
Number or Greatneſs of Thoſe who commit 55 
And both theſe God knows are no 07 dinary Ind ac emen 
Theſe procure credit to Mens Sim, and they ark 
now impious by Conſent and Sym athy 3 the | 
produce Anthorities for their Rebellion againſt thei | 
Maker, and can v Others to Juftify th  Diſobs 


Cuſtom we all allow i is a ſecond Nature, and. th 
almoſt is reputed Lawful which is commonly 
Qtis'd and what is practis d by many we pie | 
ſhould not be cenſur'd - And as for the ek 
of Mens Perſons and Offices, what a Command Nen 
Force does that carry in it to draw Mien to Fin Nn 

on NE 2 Man is in Place and Station, the wor? 
P Influence is in his Example; and 4 
Great Perſons do too often abuſe their Pratectian Aud! 
immunity from Puniſhment, many are 95 erates W 
and baſely led away by Them. bas ” 
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355 Ta jr bebe to Be, Joy: 1 his Pang: 
P [ Wes 29, 12. If Herod mock —Y 
. too: If Peter diſſemble tb 

2 72 the. — Tho' bis Fellow- Apoſtle, Barnabas will 
en: And ſo. if a Father or 2a Maſter of 
family be Irreligious, a Neglecter of Gods Worſhip. a 
N oy —— or the Like tis Eaſy to 


E is care Silber or his Gervants) will ſtand 
* 1 behav: . ö 


11 werful you ſee are ill Examples, and Eſpeci- 
i * 7 5 ſed with Authority, and countenanc'd 
| | the gull Sway of grandeur, And if fo, then 


Z e wp 
74 reproved, who raſhly and Inconſiderate- 
1 into all manner of Company - 


Land rooted in their Religion ſo firm and Zealous 


b. ho preverted \ _ 
who is that Vain Man that is pufft vp with 


end Hime lf to be wiſer then $.lom«n, Stronger t 

1 mp/on, and better-grounded then Barnæabat; for tia 

lainiin Scripture. that theſe were every one of them 
duced. by ill Exa 


vel with Mejech, and to he my Habitation among the 


atab was cor _ by evil Communication when 
cryed out, 


9 , «People of Unclean 23 Ch. 5, 5. Which more 
| 3 . 25 


4 


4 2 
8 . 


oſe under his Roof and e to | 


y and Deſervedly are thoſe Fool-hardy 
nd converſe Licentiouſly with all they meet; ſay, © 


g with a preſumptuons conceit they are ſo well ſet· 
d their Principles that i it Is impoſſible for them to 'be 2 


on derful ſelf Dependance ? He. muſt ap — oo 


mples. And we have great reaſon , 
nd oſuff "that the Riyal Prophet David receiv'd ſome' 
en nds chin way by what He complains of in the 
1 alm. 4. v. Wo is methat I am conſtrainod to 


ens of K:car. $0 Likewiſe we read that the Prophet 2 2 


is me for I am andome. becauſe I am © 
Man of Unlean Lips, E 1 doll in ide widft ©. 
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6 _ of Sermon Preach'd before the Inhabitants 
infected him and that a Good Innocent Man will 
| per probably enda 
with the Wicked. ' | F 
| He that hes in the Sun, muſt expect to be ſcorch- 
_ ed, and it was an Heathens Obſervation, He bat 4 
| ſociates bimſelf with the Lame and Impotent will be apiſland 
to Learn to op. 22 
And it is juſt ſo as to the Courſe of Humane Life 
and Moral Converſations, Immorality of all kinds is 
productive of Immorſality, and they whoſe ſociety is 
chiefly with Common Swearers, Drunkards, Whore 
mongers, and Adulterers. will have too ſure a tend- 
and inclination to all their reſpective Vices. 
Sin is certainly infectious, and when it once gets 
head, and Men dare be openly prophane, it ſpreads 
like a contagious diſeaſe, and tho' for ſometime we 
ſhould keep our ſelves untainted yet by degrees we 
loſe that averſion and abhorrance we had of it. When 
an habit of Sin has been long contracted the practice 
of it then will not ſeem ſo ſtrange and Odious to us 
The ſenſe and apprehenſion of any Danger cannot 
but be much abated, when we ſee the greateſt part 
of Mankind continually to out brave and daringly to 
deſie ic: And it is hard to retain a juſt and due . 
Value for Goodneſs when it is defamed and contem-& 
ned by thoſe whoſe Wit and prudent choice in other fl 
affairs we think we have nocauſe to call in Queſtion. 
So that it is our Duty to ſhun and avoid as much as 
is poſſible the converſation of Sinners, that we may 
not be drawn away 3 ill precedency. And be 
cauſe we can't help being and conv with them 
_ ſometimes in the neceſſary concerns of this Life, we 
ought Humbly and Heartily toimplore the Succours of 
Gods Grace that by the effectual power of it we may be 
preſerved ſpotleſs and undefiled in the midft of a 
Stubborn and Preverſe Generation. Which Lead 
me to the Second Head 7 propoſed to conſider, vis. 
F | | | | a t 


—— of Si. Peters and S. John's near Wincheſter, | 
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7 dangerous and un the Temptations and Entice- 


ments are we have to Struggle with, the greater care 
and caution a Chriſtian ought: to apply, and the more 
he ought to be on his guard in order to avoid them. 
* is indeed a Notorious truth. that we are too ſoon 
overcome, but why we ſhould be ſo is not to be Juſtified 
by reaſon or Scripture, 3 
Avaſt ſwarm of bewitching allurements we are 
Jod knows Every Day nay almoſt every Hour and 


hard for their admiſſion; but where in the mean time 
lies our prudence and Judgmene? We are told in 


and that this Death muſt be Eternal too; and is nos 
the Melancholy proſpect of this Enough to obriate all 
the ſeemingdatisfact ions that we can vainly propoſe to 
our ſelves? hat tho* Broad is the way that leads to 
Deſtrudtion and many there be that go in thereat, Yet 
will it be any Mitigation to our never ceaſing pai 
to think that others feel them as well as our Selves ? 
an Companions in ever-burning Flames prevent the 
pnawing of the Worm that dies not or Extinguith the 
force of that Fire that is not to be Quenched?  _ 

I know nothing more Frequently, and more *Ear- 
neſtly Inculcared in Sacred Writ than that we ſhould 


ſe, if it were for no greater reaſon than becauſe they 
untruitful. 5 


eo do Evil by God bimſelf. Exo. 23. v. 2. Nor is this 
rohibition without very Juſt reaſon; the greateſt 
part of the World is uſually. the worſt. In tbe Old 
World be fore the Flood there were Multicudes of Wicked 


ation, In Sodom th:re were many filcby Beaſts to one 
5 | B 2 ___ Reigbtec, 


9 / e % 7 


That the more difficult the Duty is of reſiſting fuck , 
ill Examples as are Great and Numerous the more 


len, but there was but one juſt Noab perſect in bis gene» · 


2. 


Minute Expoſed to, and Fleſh and Blood plead very , 


Expreſs terms that the End of theſe things is Death, 


lave no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works ol Dark: YL 


We are commanded alſo not to follow a Multituds - 


BE. A Sermon Preach'd before the Inbabitants. 
Righteons Lot who was vexed with the Foul converſati” 
on of the Wicked, And for every fingle virtue we are 
very Senſible there are two palpable Extreams which 
we confeſs Vices, thereis an Exceſs and a Detect: 80 
that we may rationally conclude that the greater 
Number of Sinnershowever they may prevail yet they 
can be no ſafe Rule and Example to follow. We 
And here I ſhall undertake to anſwer now more 
ful and diftinaly (bat before I did but juſt hint at) 
| thoſe Frivolous arguments which Men offer, why they 
muſt comply with the Faſhions and Cuſtoms of a 
| Looſe Age, and run with the Stream whitherſoev 
it hurries them. _—_—— X 
They pretend we are Sociable Creatures and were 
ſent into the World on purpoſe to converſe freely 
with each other, and therefore to be — 2 
de to fruſtrate one of the main ends deſigns of 
our Creation, and from hence they infer that tis 
therefore their Duty to avoid as much as is poſſible 
the odious 1 of Singularity. . 
But I would fain know whether it be poſſible for 
us to be Chriſtians without being Singular and reſerved 
jn many reſpects: * Tis a ſhametul truth that the gene- 
rality of Mankind have but little if regard to 
the you 4 er - Fr fem elves as we 
ought Indiſpenſably, o to the regular preform- 
ance of them, I cant apprehend how a multitude of 
Tranſgreſſors ſhould warrant a Wilful Diſobedience- 
Indeed whatever Notion we may have of the 
Character of a Cbriſtian, if we would Diftinguiſh our 
ſelves to be the True Diſciples of Chriſt, we muſt live 
up ſtrictly to the rules v4 his Goſpel, and anſwer it 
in a ſingular practice of Virtue and Holineſs. Such 
an Exemplary Converſation will Undoubtedly re- 
dound moſt to our trueſt Credit and Intereſt, nay we 
may be aſſured our honour will be the greater by 
how much the fewer are of our ſide. 3 Tis 


lar would 


of St. Peters and St. John's near Wincheſter, 9 
'Tis true in trivial and indifferent matters to, be 
ſngular is a fault ſcare to be Juſtified, and which 
may dec vedlv expoſe us to the ſcorn and contempt - 
of all men. Bur to be ſingular in any real Excel- 
lenc u is what the Beſt part ot Mankind has ever been 
am ius of, becauſe it cannot but be highly com- 
men :blz in the Eyes of all Good Men, and muſt be 
mate particulaily approved of by the Mll-Wiſe and 
Ju, Goa» And however we may be diſeſteem'd b 
{me profligate Li! ertir-s for living up to the pre- 
p's of oue Holy Re! gion here, yet I Dare Engage 
all Chat fear and reverence God will not contemn — 
and their Reſpe& and Eſteem is much preferable, and 


ere ſcan abundantly Counterpoite all the cenfures and 
ly Iinjuſt ſanders of the Wicket. 
11d And why then ſhould it prejudice Men againſt. 
of Religion becauſe it is almoſt ſo univerſally flighted, 
tis Irhat tho' the greateſt part of the World are debauch- 
ble Ned. and contented to be miſerable, yet I have my 

| reaſon at command to govern my Paſhons, and attend 
for Ito the Wiſer Dictates of my Conſcience; There 


Extravagances can be no argument to draw me, their 
lofirmities and 1 ſhould make me the 
more cautious and circumſpect to fortify myſelf a- 
gainſt all their ſubtle methods of ,Temptation, and 
the ſad poof pet Ihave of their pmminent Danger 
and Deſtruction ſhould timely ſorewarn me to pre- 
rent my own. | | e 
But tt is objecbed, 2. Unleſs we follow a Multitude, 
and Doe as moſt Great Men die, we (hall be cenſured as 
rude and unmanneily and betray 2 very ruſtick and 
clowniſh Education; and not (bat all Hen cover ) 
obſerve the Mode and Faſhion of the Age, and 
Country we live in. And indeed the more the ſhame? 
lis a ſcandal and reproach to any Nation prof 
Chriſtianity that any Cuſtom ſhould prevail bey | 
that of ſerving and obeying the moſt ſacred Aurbor 


CL TESTER: 


— 


lo 4 Sermon Preacl'd before the Inbabitants 

e- Chriſtian Faith and Inſtitution. But ſuppoſe we 
uld to the utmoſt of our power Correct and ſup · 
eſs, and very Zealoaſly oppoſe the taſhion of vice, 
if we ſhould deny ourſelves this mark of a Gentleman, 
to be as Vicious and Extravagant as Opportunities 
| ſerve us? where would be our Loſs? what damage 
could we ſuſtain ? All Good People would be ſure 10 
bold by t and be proud of trading and comverſing with 
Ws m this account: Such a Man, ſay they, has afear 
f God, and maintains a Conſcience pure and Uaſpot- 
ted in all his dealings; nay even falſe and diſhoneſt 
Traders will commerce-with us for theſe very rea- 
ſons, and however they are in their own practices, 
yet they Love and deſire to Traffick with thoſe of a 

different Stamp and Character. 55 
Every Man abhors falſe Weights and falſe Mea · 


felf : But to be juſt and punctual ( if the common prac- 
zice of the World be contrary.) is accounted a 
 Commendable Virtue in whomeſoever it 1s found. 
| Thoſe Men above others ſhould renounce all | 
tenſions to a Good Name. and 1 ri- 
dus and Devout Chriftians wno deſpiſe Religion and 
Its chiefeſt Virtues as Qualities beneath them; and 
yet Theſe are the Principal and only men, who ap- 
prehend their own Reputation to be Great inthe world, 
who look upon Themſelves as the moſt Eminent Per- 
ſons of Quality and Honour, who both talk and Ad 
Licentiouſly without any fear of God or ſence of 
their Duties; who are Atheiftical and Profane in 
their Tongues and Practices, and whoſe whole Lite 
and Converſation conſiſts in Lewdneſs and Debauch- 
ery: And as to thoſe Diſtinguiſhing Graces of Chriſt- 
ianity, Humility, Meekneſs and Patience in endure- 
ing affronts and injuries, they call them a mere jeſt, the 
' ſole product of a mean Spirit which tis impoſſible 
that Men of their high Birth and Education — 
| | 1 >" 0 


ſures in Ochers, however he may Act and Deal him- 


of St. Peters and Sr, John's near Wincheſter. 11 
ever ſubmit to. But be it ſo, Only let tbem withal 
Confider. tbat not many mighty, mot many Mile are 
called, but the baſe Things of the World and w_ | 
which are not bas GOD choſen to bring to noughbe- 
Things which are. 1. Cor. 1. 26. 8. 
And what will all this Vulgar Honour ſignif) 
when Almighty God moſt certainly does and will al. 
ways Deſpiſe it? age © er) Shoe 
But — 8.146 Lewd and Profligate Livers, ( be 
their Number, their Birth and their Quality never 
ſo great) are not Honour d and Reſpected among 
Men of the meaneſt Extraction; for whilſt the 
continue in à vile Slavery to the ir Luſts and Paſſ- 
ons they are not only in reality miſerable, but (what 
ever fond conceits they may Entertain of them- 
ſelves) they are in the Eyes of others moſt Odious 
and Contemptable It is true the greateſt part of 
Men (and it js pity that ſo many who profeſs Chriſt- 
nity ſhould remain fo Carnally minded) doe look 
vpon the Man who will not Revenge an Affront to 
be Faint-Hearted and Cowardly, and wholly unde- 
ſerving the Character. of a Gentleman, whilſt the 
Revengeful and deſperate Duelliſt is the more Ho- 
nourable and Hercick in the Eye of the World. 
Yet thoſe who are ſipcerely wile and Religious have 
other thoughts of ſuch a one, and count him the on- 
ly Perſon of true courage and a Noble Soul who can 
deſpiſe the vain Opinions of the Croud in the Pur-- 
ſue of Real Vitae... „ or wth ro 
And above all, the Meek and Forgiving Chiiſtian 
has this peculiar. Honour and Happineſs that he has 
in Eaſy acceſs to the Throne of Grace, can come into 
God's preſence with a Joyful Aſſurance; whilſt the 
Gallant Hero (though the greateſt on Earth for Qua- 
lity and Fortune) dares not Approach him without 
fear and Trembling . a ds . 
And yet if vain Men will give the Honour * 5 
| 22 | thole 
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 andServants of God have 


12 4 Sermon Preacb'4 before the, Inbabitants _ 
thoſe who are moſt hateful in the Sight of God (it is 
very unfit and unbecoming thoſe. who call them- 
ſelves Chu iſtians to do ſo) how-ever let the humble 
and Meek content himſelf, that here on Earth 
has the Approbation and eſteem of all juſt an 
Good Men, and ſhall receive in Heaven, rom . the 
Un-erring Judgment of God a Teſtimony before the 
whole Choire of Saints and Angels to his Fternal 
Comfort, a Teſtimony I ſay of the Divine Fav ut 

which will Exalt him above the Higheſt ot Men, who 

conſider their own Quality more than Gods Goh, | 
and N an Empty Notion of honour before 

Real and Subſtantial Grace of his Holy Spitie 

God will not blame but Highly commend the 

Man for his conſtant and however Unfaſhiena- 
adherence to his Duty, .:.-....; 
le may Confidently Expect to be rewarded for his 

Improving thoſe N= vhich were beſtowed upon 
him by his Great Lord and Maſter with this Gracious 
Applauſe. Well dine ben Good and Faitbſul Servant, 
Enter Thou into the Toy of thy Lord. But, 3 
There is another Conſiderable Objection remains 
to be anſwer d. It is ſtill pretended Notwithſtandi 
all that has been ſaid upon this Subject, that unle 
| we follow Great and Numerous Examples, we. ſhall 


de Every where liable to ſcorn and Dexiſion and tothe n 


Scoffs and R hes of all we meet with. And 
what ſignifies all this Drollery, Slander and Detracti- 
on ? It is no worſe Uſage than almoſt all the Saints 
en Entertain'd with before 
us. War not Holy Job made 4 By-Word of the People ? 


came a Proverb ? Pſa. 69. 12. Were not St. Peter and 
bis Fellow Apoſtles ſaid to be fall of New Wine when they 


Job. 17. v: 6. Was not the Inſpired Pſalmiſt David be- . 


were Preaching the Wonder ful Works of God in all Lan 


7 7 Ads 2. 13. Aud was not St. Paul that Choſen 
the 


7 ef God called a Babler, when He vat able to with 
<A pa * =o fland 
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. of St; Peter a and St. Joins 4wr Wincheſter, | 7 s 


fans rbe Eycontier of the ſobuis Rpicnneens — 


Ae 17-45. 

But what peed I inſiſt an theſe Praaſs When the 
very Captain of our Salvation Ari Foſus was nſed 
no better, Lzught to {corn by the Je ili the. High- 
Priefts Palace, by the Soldiers in che Pramium or 
Commoy-Hall, reviled þ All chat paſſed by, when he 

Hung on the Croſe, Nap; and even by one af the 
ur | Maletators who were Cxvcified with him? Aud 
rho Nhe vo wp 2 * that we ſhould rather Chooſe to he 
ry. by the Ent ice ments of Sinners than bagasd 
. el a little reproach for the ſuke o Chriſt ? 3828 
u deen e qe arch 5 or only 
t 1 to upon yulgar 4 ame, 
na- Nor to e 4 is Happineſs in Popular r 


Which is as uncertain as the Wind, or as a 
Love migh do gael. lot in the ſame Minute 
to the 8 
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mit 0 a pain and Jmpertigenit Worlds +. 
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conſtant practice of Piety and Virtue. 


the ſinful faſhions of a looſe Age. He : as 


Ern and ſpeak BY : 


| 4 Sermon Preach before: the Inhabitants 
ons. Some Heathens indeed to record their Names i 
the Book cf Fame have attempted very defi 
and Extravagant Exploits: but then the Reaſon 
that was, becauſe they knew no other wa 


oth 


But we Chriſtians are taught better gs, to EA 
rol and Eternize our Names in Gods Book of Lik 
and our Perſons too in his Glorious Kingdom: I. 
the Inheritance of which we can never attain bi 
hearkniag to thoſe Enticements which will certain 
carry us to another you: but by Imitating th: 

conforming our Lives to th: 


and ſo recommending our ſelves to his Favour by 


But let us Conſider 2. The Event and uſual En t 
of thoſe who ſcoff at Men for their ſtrict I 7otiot 
and Zeal for Religion and for not complying 


 theHeaven's Hall Laugb them to ſcorn Tea, the Lord fu 
baus tbem in Derifion. Pſal .2. 4. And t tis poll 
ble that theſe prophane Scoffers and bold Derider 
may eſcape here. «raged Peter aſſures us that th 
| — ds it ſtrange that the Righteons run nc 


vil of them, ſhall give Afcount to bim who is 1 
Judge the 3 Dead, 1. Pet. 4. v 4 
Let us Conſider 3. 
That as Chriſtians we are not of this World | 
Citizens of another City the 8 Jeg 
and it ſo, then what Sinners doe, can 
| terns for Chriſtians to copy after, Len 
paint her face. and put on ſuch Colour and Com 
——— Jed quem Diabolus i 
ecit, as a Learned Author es it, that is, 
\of Gods making, but of the Devils dying. 1 _ 1 


es erg gr 5s 


IFS. Peters and Sc. John's near Wincheſter. 15 
;@iiſe herſelf like a proftituted harlot yet what Ex- 
Saple can tl.is be tor a chaſt Woman to follow, 
boſe apparel and converſation muſt be adorned with 
. modeſty meekneſs and humalicy ? Let Nabal and He- 
Vernes Swim in their Drunkenneſs, and wallow Day 
ind Night in their Revels and Debaucheries; Yet 
hey are no Preſidents for the Children of the Light 
Ibo ought to be careful and reſerved ſober and vi- 
„Filant. becauſe their Adverſary the Devil as a rearing 


pet. 5. Ü »»m æ . n 1 | 
From theſe and many more Inſtances of the like 
Nature recorded in Scripture we may be fully con- 
ninced of the wages © lye un ſer to beware of 
Ny rt ee 
2 ing Expreſly forbidden by t s Eph F. 4. 4s not 
—.: convenient, becauſe it ſpares nothing Sacred and. ſerious 
en tit indulged. Let us take care then n 5 
In intimate correſpondence with People that are ad- 
Aided to that or any other ſort, ot Extravagance: 
fror tis a wicked Life that is the chief cauſe of mens 
Y ignorance andContempt of Religion, or at leaſt leads 
them to Superſtitious rs and Corrupt Opinions. 
'Y There is a ſecret Charm and Infection in bad 
m, that may inſeaſibly allure and draw a well-mean 
ing Perſon, to an imitation of their Practices. 
And Oh! that the Youth of this degenerate - Age 
would be perſwad ed to ſet a Mark upon all Detanch'd 
Prefligate Libertines, and thun their dangerous Con- 
rerſation, I am ſure it becomes all of 2 virtu us 
Education, and Ingenuous Temper to avoid giving 
them any Countenance and Encouragement by Fa- 
P Acquaintance. If we direct our Conduct 
by this Rule of Caution, we may Eſcape the Epide- 
l 
nicious influence wer fation and Examples. 
Put lay Let op Conkier, = 
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are fo Ex elite Torment — Seb ep who Darn 
in this World u the intolerable load of a Gail 
Conſcience, then 1 more Exquifite m 
the Damnation ifſe be ? O ! Let us ſeriouſly con- 
ſifer, would any petſwacde us to be in the 
Cole of a Man's « 
if it would not; is a moſt te le ciutidn Bn: 
F has li d, leſt we ſhould dye ag he 


there were no Gat, nv Heaven nor Hell," f. 
Day of Judgment hor Damnation, then Conſciente 
Aeg? Votate Ftare of but ſince there is moſt 
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Welse 4 hab wet 
Conſciences, wei 
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zenſes: „ 
Sickneſs, Peace andd Diſquiet, Lite and Death? That 
| hg ſomething beſides her in bot 
ur Eyes to be note pecuſiarliy regarded; g 

out n dire preparation ud conſtant Headibels for dür | 
1ange and departure 
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18. 4 Sermon Preact/d before the Inbabitant s 
And therefore whoever ſins upon an Enticement, 
fins not meer 


"Our incedivare Appetites and AﬀeRtions are tos 
violent for the weak reſtraints of Reaſon, and yet 


have not force to reſiſt the powerful ſolici- 


tations of ſenſible Objects. 
No wonder then that the Devil whoſe ſubtle Infi- 
nuations had been able to beguile one Firſt Parents 
in the State of Innocence, ſhould now a Days draw 
us on to fin with greater facility, when our own De- 
fixes and Inclinations are become alſo our Tempters. 
When therefore we are drawn aſide, we muſt not 
think to lay the Fault on the Seducers ; for tho it 
de their Crime and Guile to Tempt, which truly we 
could not prevent, yet it is only our own fault to 
e Temptation; and God will not Con- 
mn us for being Tempted which we could not help 
bat for conſenting, which is our own free AR, and our 
ver is drawn away epraved 
ompanions to abuſe his Body, and weaken his Con- 
fitution by Riot and Luxury, or to break the Laws 
of God and Man by. Murder, . 1 other 
— Crimes; Though he has a great deal of reaſon 
to blame them, yet has he Infioitely more to 
hamſelf : he was under no force, but Sinneth 
and upon very poor Motives doth may 
| Soul, ially ſince all Inducements to 
1 when. God has overbalanc 
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St. Peters and Sr. John's wear Wincheſter. 19 
out contracting ſome guilt upon theirConſciences by 
them; for ſince there is ſo cloſe a connexion'between 
the Enticements of Sinners and the Corruptions et 
humane Nature? it would be as Strange for a Man 
that has been hotly aſſaulted by them to have no Im- 
preſſion made upon him, as to carry fire in hi Boſom 


ind his Cloaths not be Burnt, yea almoſt as Miracu- 


lous as to walk in the Midſt of a Fiery Furnace un- 
tonch'd by u ⁰·1·rm 909 nh 
And therefore I muſt once more repeat my advice 
re Its, let us 
Watch and Pray leaft we enter into Temptation, and 
avoid as much as is poſſible the firſt mation and 
Attempt of wicked Inftruments to ſeduce u. 
,Tis our Lords Command 'tin his own moſt 
Comprehenſive Form of Prayer to 
venly Father that we may not be led 1to Tempes- 
tion. and hence it is that when God in Holy 'Scrig- 
ture diſſwades us from Sin, he extends the prohibition. 
to all occaſions of it; nay thoſe things which in theit 
own Natures conſider d may be lawiully and inno- 
cently done by us, yet becauſe they may prove 
ſnares to us, we muſt as carefully refrain from, as 
we earneſtly. Endeavour to doe always what is 
Righteous in the Sight of God, © 
I ſhall Enforce the neceſſity of this Admonition in 
the words of Sr. Paul. 1. Theſſ. 5. 22. Alain from 
al Appearance of Evil. | ir ee, 
We have Treacherous and Deceitful Hearts within 
vs that have often betray'd us into Unwarrantable 
Methinks then former Experience ſhould make us 
all more wiſe and cautious, and never 2 truſt 
them with opportunities for Wickedneſs, they 
e ſuch 7 pan Enemies as to Embrace the 
| Temptation to Vice and [mmorality. For what 
&curity have we that a corrupt heart will not pre 
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at = | a_ _ . 
1. wat, 1 ſuch — 
utmoſt Morrour and Aſttopiſhment # - 
And gow from what has been ſaid, tis very Eaf 
for 8 Chaiſtianto Determine what his Rebaviour n d 
Ern World, in order to gain Admiſſion into 


. En lain he muſt not dos the Generality of Man 
Kind doe. Noab muſt not follow the Courſes of the 
N 3 Nor * be as Filthy as the Sodomurrer, 


obſerve he Folbinnp gf the L Land of Us 


| 7 the Number, . 
not an ſo, but 55 8 draw them out of it 


e 
Churches ſpare ao pains but — 
Sea ye pe fre Proſelytes to their Haercucal 
Ergours.; and we may obſerye Aibeiſl: too as inguſ- 
triaus to advance the mice of Satan. _ 
What infiniteReaſons then andObligatianshaye we 
Satze i Fats ihe Noble Cant: af Conte 
w the tu- 
tion in the whole World to Defend to be ſo much 
the mare ent and Zealaus to convert Others to 
the True Faith that the Kingdom of Satan and An 
3th be pulled down, and Ci, Kingdow 
And Oh If fo Many Bad Examples Even again 
Entereſt do ſo far rrenil with M 


+ * We 1 
8 1 


of Se. Peter's aun St. Jqhn's near Wincheſter: 2 
their Ruin; what mighty power and intinence would: 
Good Examples enforce yrith alf the Arguments for, | 

and Advantages of Religion? 1 
What an Age of Virtue, Peace and Profyerity 
. hould we Enjoy, it Men of Dignity and Retiown; of 
Parts and Learning. of Bir h and Fortune 'weuld te 
2 Good as they are Great ? Men of Lower Rank 
and Condition would be afraid to fin, if Men dftHigh 
Stations, Titles and Families would be Conſpieuvus 
in Their Examples. and freely offer 'Themfelves"to- 
the World tor Patterns of Holy Life and Converfation. 
Thus they might Engage others to he good, and 
ſoon retrieve the Honcur of Our moſt Holy Religion; 
' anſwer the intent of Good Laws, and bring Virtue 
and Piety again into the greateſt Credit and Verterh- 


Were ſuch Men's Lives ſuitable to Their Profeſſhon; 
Sinners would be ſoon put out of Countenancè and 
be Aſham'd to appear in the world, their party 
would grow Inconſiderable and they would hade büʒt 
little or no er to draw . Others over to Their 
Side: For there is not a more winning and moving 
m__ in the World than to ſee the Life of a Chriſtian... 
led Exactly according to the precepts of his Religion. 
And were there not in all Ages ſome ſuch Perſong. 
of Authority and Fame whoſe Zeal for Religion In- 
ſpires Them with-fo-much courage and re ſolution as 
they are ne ther Afra d nor Aſhamed of being Honeſt 
and Innocent; We ſhcuſd ſoon Joſe not only the 
Power but e ven the Form of Godlineſs too. | 
 AndGod knows how many make Shipwrack of theie - 
Conſciences only hecauſe they have not Spirit enough 
to te out of the Mode and Faſhion; a Weak Argu- 
ment indeed! And I pray God that All who profeſs ; 
the Name of Chriſt may depart from ſuch Iniquity : } 
And that inſtead of our conſenting to theEnticements } 

_ - of Sinners, Si ners may conſent to the Pious Exhorta- 
. tion. 


| 22 3 > Oh aul ru, Waaler * 
de and Examples we give them, and he reclainit4* 
tha we Owe our Immovegble Perſeverance in the Hu. 
ties we Oye to God, olrſelves, and our Neighbonrs * 
| bring what is promiſed. Dan. 12. 3 They 3 
x 1 turn Many to Rigbteonſneſ ſhall ſbine as the Raye 4 
Ever and Ever, And tor a further E 3 


oor 
ment of ſuch a Religious Courſe of Life. St 
aſſures us Chap. 5. v. 20. He that Gmvo teth the — 


tbe Errour of bis way ſhall ſave a Soul om Den, 1 
_ Lide a Maltitude of Sins. F 3 


I Tconclude all with that Excellent Colle of cur | 
Church "- "ap for the Fourth e alten 

| 'GOD, who * us to be 5 in oh e 
| of ſo av and great dangers that by 2.77 os 
the frailty of our Nature we cannot always 

grant to ur ſuch ſtrength and protfion as 
us in all dangers, and carry us 3 r 
* Jeſus Chriſt Our Lorl, 


